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Managing institution: 
ERSAF - Ente Regionale per i Servizi 
all’Agricoltura e alle Foreste
Established in: 1985
Area: 37 hectares
Protection status: Regional nature 
reserve, Site of Community Importance, 
Special Protection Area
Year of joining Mantuan Oltrepò 
Parks System: 2007

Information 
ERSAF- Lombardy Region
T 0376 457321
WWF Basso Mantovano • T 0386 32511
www.sipom.eu
www.parks.it/riserva.isola.boschina/
www.forestedilombardia.it
@ carpaneta@ersaf.lombardia.it

Isola Boschina Nature Reserve
 “A world of history and nature on the Great Po River”
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Isola Boschina, located in the Po river between Ostiglia and 
Revere, covers an area of 37 hectares and is part of the Natura 
2000 European ecological network. This is the only island in 
the Po whose presence was already documented in the 
17th century and which was permanently inhabited until the 
second half of the 20th century. In fact there is an interesting 
19th century group of buildings there ( ) composed of a 
villa, a farmhouse and a park.
The nature reserve was formed in the 1980s to protect the areas 
of lowland forest ( b ) present inside it which were threatened 
by the progressive expansion of poplar cultivation. Alongside the 
lowland forest there are now rows of riparian willow groves, 
woods replanted from the 1990s onwards, an example poplar 
wood ( c ) which gathers together the 20 most common clones 
used in poplar growing on the Po plain and large sandy areas 
which emerge when the river is low. There are also two superb 
monumental trees: the first, a Populus deltoides (d1), near the 
villa; the second, a white poplar (d2), overlooking a clearing in 
the eastern part of the island.   
The fauna is mainly composed of birds native to woodland and 
river environments, such as the black kite, the sparrow hawk, 
the red and green woodpecker and the little ringed plover. 
It is freely accessible on foot or by bike all year long, the water level 
of the river permitting. Inside the reserve there is a convenient self-
guided tour, composed of information boards which accompany 
visitors in discovering the secrets of the island. 
Isola Boschina is connected to the other wilderness areas in the 
Mantuan Oltrepò Parks System by the Parks Cycle Route. It 
is also on the Eurovelo EV8 cycle itinerary and the Province of 
Mantua cycle route 2s. 


